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ABSTRACT: This papar gives a detailed account of description and illustration of  the plant 
Tropaeolum majus Linn. Used in the homoeopathic system of medicine. 
 
I
ntroduction: 
 
In  our  country,  traditional  medical  system 
and  homoeopathy  have  been  continuously 
surviving  all  vicissitudes  and  are  very 
popular,  A  vast  majority  of  people  even 
today favour homoeopathic treatment is sans 
side  effect.  Homoeopathic  pharmacology 
and pharmacognosy are rapidly developing 
areas  of  interest  to  all  dealing  with 
knowledge  of  crude  drugs  from  plant 
sources, for this it is necessary to study, the 
correct  botanical  and  vernacular  names, 
plant  part  used,  uses  and  its  distribution, 
keeping this in view we have attempted to 
list  the  Indian  plants  that  are  used  in 
homoeopathic  system  of  medicine. 
Moreover,  the  plant  families  will  be 
published in a phased series to supplement 
information  to  homoeopaths  teachers, 
students,  research  workers  and  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  system.  In  this  series 
Tropaeolum majus Linn. In described with 
illustration for easy identification. 
 
Tropaeolaceae: 
 
The family Tropaeolaceae consists of only 
one  genus,  tropaeolum  distributed  from 
mexico to temperate south America; mostly 
herbs with watery juice, a few are grown as 
an ornamentals, there are about 60 species 
(Rendle,  1925)  in  the  world  and  in  India 
only  
2 species. 
 
Tropaeolum Linn 
 
The plants are climbing, trailing or diffuse 
annual or perennial herbs, juicy, often tuber- 
ous-rooted.  Leaves  alternate,  peltate  or 
palmately-lobed or dissected. Stipules none 
or  minute,  Flowers  pedunculate,  solitary, 
axillary, irregular, orange yellow, purple or 
blue,  Sepale  5,  the  upper  one  produced 
downward  into  a  free  spur.  Petals  5, 
unequal, the three anterior petals also differ 
fro the two posterior in having a claw and a 
ciliated margin. Stamens 8, arranged in two 
rows  (4=4).  There  is  single  pendulous 
anatropous ovule in the inner angle of each 
of  the  three  ovary-chambers.    The  style 
divides at the top into three branches, fruit 
divides  into  three  fleshy  indehiscent,  1-
seeded, schizocarps. 
 
Tropaeolum  majus  L  Sp  pl  345.  1753; 
Bailey,  stand,  Cyc,  Hort  6:  3389.1919; 
Matthew  in  rec  Bot  surv.  India  20(1):  58 
1969; Anon. Wealth of India 10:388. 1976; 
Clarke, Dict. Pract. Mat Med.3: 1460. 1982 
(reprd.  Ed);  Vajravelu  in  Nair  &  Henry, 
F1.Tamil Nadu 1: 49. 1983. 
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Cress, climbing Nasturtium. 
 
A  succulent  glabrous,  annual  or  perennial 
herb  mostly  climber,  Leaves  alternate, 
scattered  peltate  or  lobed,  6-17cm.,  lateral 
nerves 9, radiating from the petiole, margin 
entire but variously sinuate, petiole bulged 
at  base,  10-29cm  long  zigzag.  Flowers 
bisexual, solitary, axillary, zygomorphic 3-
6cm  across,  pedicels  8-20cm.  long  zigzag 
sepals 5, yellowish the dorsal sepal modified 
into a spur, S-4.5cm long Petals 5, upper 2, 
clawed,  without  appendages  obovate, 
truncate  at  apex,  glabrous  ca  3.4x  2.8cm., 
lower  3  with  appendages,  sub-orbicular  ca 
2.8x2.2cm. venouse. Stamens 8, in 2 whorls 
distinct; filaments unequal; ca 7mm., hairy 
at  base;  anthers  2-celled,  dehiscing 
longitudinally, Ovary superior, 3-carpellary, 
3-lobed,  3-locular,  axile  placentation  each 
locule  with  a  single  pendulous  anatropous 
ovule, style ca 8mm. long stigma 3-lobed; 
lobes linear. Fruit a 3-seeded schizocarp ca 
4x2cm.    The  embryo  with  its  large 
cotyledons fills the seed coat. 
 
 
 
Fl. – Fr. Throughout the year. 
 
Distribution:  Native  of  south  America; 
especially peru and Bolivia; and cultivated 
in  the  temperate  gardens.  It  is  introduced 
into India and found as a garden escape in 
the temperate regions. 
 
Specimens  examined:  Nilgiris  Udhaga 
mandalam,  Devenshire  house  garden 
27.12.1984,  Rajan  415;  Nilgiris  chamraj 
Estate  on  the  way  to  manjoor  24.2.1987, 
Dawre  1705;  Nilgiris,  Aruvankadu, 
23.1.1988, Dawre 2168, SMPCU. 
 
Part Used : Fresh whole plant. 
 
Uses: This drug is used in foetid urine. 
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